
AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 2021 
The Story of Religion in America: An Introduction

JAMES P. BYRD & JAMES HUDNUT-BEUMLER

Written primarily for undergraduate classes 
in American religious history and organized 
chronologically, this new textbook presents the 
broad scope of the story of religion in the Ameri-
can colonies and the United States. While follow-
ing certain central narratives, including the long 
shadow of Puritanism, the competition between 
revival and reason, and the defi ning role of racial 
and ethnic diversity, the book tells the story of 
American religion in all its historical and moral 
complexity. To appeal to its broad range of read-
ers, this textbook includes charts, timelines, and 
suggestions for primary source documents that 
will lead readers into a deeper engagement with 
the material. Unlike similar history books, The 
Story of Religion in America pays careful attention 
to balancing the story of Christianity with the 
central contributions of other religions.
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• Accessibly written with a focus on narrative, making the book 
appealing to students, especially undergraduates.

• Uses the stories of both famous and lesser-known individuals to 
introduce larger movements and historical events.

• Refl ects the racial and religious diversity of the story of religion in 
America, including information on Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, and 
other religious groups, along with Christianity.

• Tells the long story of religion’s role in creating social and, especially, 
racial injustice, and how religious faith communities have joined and 
often led the struggle to end that injustice.

• Carefully explains debates such as those involving religious liberty, 
religion and science, and the role of religion within a pluralistic 
democracy.

• Convincingly demonstrates how knowledge of the history of 
religion in the United States is necessary for understanding 
American history as a whole.
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