
The Desert of  Compassion 
DIGITAL EXTRAS FOR 

CHURCHES AND SMALL GROUPS

The digital resources you’ll find in this file will augment your Lenten sermon series and small-
group discussions with outlines and prompts designed to facilitate weekly communal engage-
ment with the spiritual lessons found in The Desert of  Compassion by Rachel M. Srubas. 

S E R M O N  S E R I E S
The Sermon Series Guide PDF suggests focus Scriptures and sermon prompts for the nine 
worshiping occasions of  Lent: Ash Wednesday, the six Sundays of  Lent, Maundy Thursday, 
and Good Friday. These sermon prompts draw from texts and themes found across the cor-
responding devotions in the book.

Digital resources include: title slides featuring each week’s theme, which can be used 
during worship or to announce the coming Sunday’s theme, and quotation images featuring 
thought-provoking excerpts from The Desert of  Compassion that can be used on-screen during 
worship or as part of  virtual worship services. Blank slides are also included for you to cus-
tomize with Scriptures in your preferred translation, song lyrics, and other projections for your 
worship gatherings.

SMALL-GROUP STUDY
Whether in a small group that meets year-round or a specially formed Lenten Bible study 
group, online or in person, you can use the Small-Group Study Guide PDF to facilitate con-
versation around the content in The Desert of  Compassion. Materials are provided for six weekly 
sessions, beginning on the First Sunday of  Lent. Participants will read the Sabbath Rest Stop 
devotions together during their group gathering, then respond to questions that pertain to the 
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week’s theme, preparing them to engage the daily devotions more deeply in the days that fol-
low. Groups that meet midweek can, of  course, bring insights from daily devotions that have 
already been read in prior days that week.

Use the title slides to announce the week’s theme and the daily readings it will cover, and to 
invite people to join your group and spark conversation on social media before the scheduled 
gathering. Question slides display each of  the questions suggested in the study and allow 
participants to read the question on-screen or in virtual meeting spaces. Likewise, the prayer 
slides facilitate a unison prayer to close your time together. Blank slides are also included for 
you to customize with any additional elements you want to add to your group’s study.

M A R K E T I N G  M A T E R I A L S
The materials included in the marketing folder include book cover images to use in your own 
designs as well as pre-designed social media image invites for Facebook, Twitter, and Ins-
tagram to help you get the word out about your Lenten study group or sermon series. There 
are also quotation images for social media featuring thought-provoking quotes that can be 
used to spark conversation and encourage attendance at Sunday’s worship service. This folder 
also contains flyers created in an editable Word file to be used in bulletins or other places you 
promote your ministry.
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